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Dear Sir: 

REQUEST FOR STATUS OF PENDING APPLICATION 

Although this application received a favorable final decision from the Board of 
Patent Appeals andn Interferences in Interference No. 102,725 on May 6, 1997, and the 
interference was terminated on September 28, 2005, the Patent Application Information 
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Retrieval (PAIR) database indicates that as of February 13, 2009, a first Office Action has 
not been issued for this case. 

The undersigned attorney of record respectfully requests the Examiner to advise 
when is it anticipated that a first Office Action will be issued. 
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Sidley Austin LLP 
717 North Harwood, Suite 3400 
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(214) 981-3309 (Direct) 
(214) 981-3300 (Main) 
(214) 981-3400 (Facsimile) 
February 16, 2009 
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Dale B. Nixon ' 
Registration No. 28,454 
Attorney for Applicants 
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